
The Franklin Community Schools High Ability Program presents 

Parent Information Nights 
 
 

Characteristics and Issues of Gifted Children 
Monday, January 30th, 2012 

Creekside Elementary School Cafeteria 
5:30 PM 

This presentation will describe the cognitive characteristics of gifted children and associated (possibly problematic) behavioral 
manifestations of those characteristics in schools.  The social and emotional characteristics, including the Dabrowski areas of 
heightened sensitivities, will also be explained.  The interactions of these cognitive and affective characteristics may result in 
perfectionism, underachievement, loneliness, and identity issues.  Tips will be given for parents and teachers in avoiding issues and 
assisting positive development.  This is a repeat of the April 2011 program. 

 
 

Perfectionism in the Gifted 
Thursday, March 15th, 2012 

Creekside Elementary School Cafeteria 
5:30 PM 

Gifted students of all ages are notorious for exhibiting perfectionistic behaviors:  crying over making a mistake, staying up all night 
working and reworking a homework assignment that was meant to take just thirty minutes, or quitting any activity in which they are 
not the best.  What are the roots of such perfectionistic behaviors? What roles may parents play in both influencing the 
development of perfectionism and helping their children overcome such tendencies?  In this presentation, parents will have the 
opportunity to rate themselves and their children on a measure of perfectionism.  The presenters will then share theories of 
different types of perfectionism, their origins, and strategies for helping gifted children develop healthier attitudes toward 
achievement. 
 
 

Smart Does Not Automatically=Success:  How Parents can Help Prepare 
their Gifted Students for Success in a Competitive, Global Environment 

Wednesday, May 9th, 2012 
Creekside Elementary School Cafeteria 

5:30 PM 
 

 

In today’s rapidly changing world, gifted students will need more than just content knowledge to be successful. To prepare our 
gifted children, parents can help facilitate the 7 Cs crucial to success in every domain:  In addition to Content knowledge, students 
will need Critical and Creative thinking, Communication and Collaboration skills, Confidence, and Commitment.  In this session the 
presenters elaborate on the importance of each of these 7 Cs and provide parents with strategies for developing each within their 
children. 
   
 

About our presenters: 
 
 

Kristie Speirs Neumeister, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor in Educational Psychology at Ball State University where she directs 
the Gifted Licensure series and teaches graduate courses in Educational Psychology relating to gifted education. She is also a 
Consultant to the Indiana Department of Education in the area of High Ability Education.  She is currently the President of the 
Indiana Association for the Gifted. Kristie and her husband are the parents of 4 young girls, a toddler, and three identified 
gifted girls. 
 
Virginia H. Burney, Ph.D. is a Consultant to the Indiana Department of Education working with school districts around the 
state and teaches graduate courses in Educational Psychology relating to gifted education at Ball State University.  She has 
worked K-12 as a principal, school counselor, guidance director, math teacher, and school board member.  Ginny is a past 
president of the Indiana Association for the Gifted and served 5 years on the Board of the National Association for Gifted 
Children.  She and her husband are the parents of three gifted children who are now young adults.  


